
 
 
Our Speakers 

Ramiro Hernandez 
Executive Director, Tax Institute & Municipal and County Affairs, Illinois 
Chamber of Commerce 
With over 10 years of legislative, public policy, and communications experience at 
the City of Chicago, Cook County, and State of Illinois levels of government, 
Ramiro has developed, shaped, and advocated for pro-business legislation in the 
areas of economic development, finance, tax law, labor law, workforce 
development, healthcare, energy, and education. Prior to joining the Illinois 
Chamber of Commerce, Ramiro served as the Director of Government Relations 

and Public Policy for the Chicagoland Chamber of Commerce where he helped lead the advocacy efforts 
of the regional Chamber, representing the interests of chamber members of every size, sector, and 
industry in the Chicagoland region before Chicago’s City Hall, the Cook County Board of Commissioners, 
and the Illinois General Assembly. Ramiro has also held the position of Senior Legislative Analyst for the 
legislative staff of former Illinois House Minority Leader, Jim Durkin, working as the lead staffer on 
taxation, revenue, and labor issues. Ramiro earned his bachelor’s degree in history from DePaul 
University in 2014. Ramiro was born and raised in Chicago where he currently lives with his wife, Alyson. 
 

 



Jeffrey Risch  
Partner, Amundsen Davis, LLC 
Jeff serves as the Chair of Amundsen Davis’ expansive management-side Labor & 
Employment Practice Group headquartered in Chicago, Illinois. Jeff represents 
employers in jurisdictions and before administrative tribunals throughout the 
United States.   Jeff provides employment and traditional labor law counsel to 
several trade associations, including the Illinois Chamber of Commerce.  Jeff has 
also contributed to cutting edge stories produced by several recognized media 
outlets such as NPR, Fox News Chicago, CNNMoney.com, the Daily Herald, and 

the Chicago Tribune.  He also helped write and edit THE leading resource manual on labor and 
employment law for Illinois employers published by the Illinois Chamber of Commerce.  Jeff is regularly 
recognized by his peers as a leading lawyer in the field of Labor & Employment Law on a local, regional, 
and national basis. 
 
 


